
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
Minutes of a meeting of the PPC held in the Church Hall of St Francis de Sales, Wash Common 

on Tuesday, 17th September 2019, at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Fr Zbigniew Budyn (Parish Priest) Margaret Ainge (OLOL) 
 Judith Aylmer (SFDS) Simon Carter (SFDS) 
 Chris Carlon (OLOL) Pedro Carvalho (SFDS) 
 Francis Connolly (SFDS) Paul Cunane (OLOL) 
 Robin Dunn (OLOL) Yvonne Eaton (SFDS) 
 Lola Emetulu (SFDS) Martin McCloskey (OLOL) 
 Neil McLaughlin (SFDS) Caroline Ness (OLOL) 
 Angela Phiona (SFDS) Patrick Quinn (SFDS) 
 Bernadette Westlake (OLOL)  
   
IN ATTENDANCE: Graham Spellman (for Finance and Property Matters – SFDS) 
   
APOLOGIES: Anna Drewaek (SFDS) Eleanor Mullins (SFDS) 
 Elizabeth O’Keefe (SFDS) Jeremiah Ochieng (SFDS) 

 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Attendees were welcomed to the meeting and Father Zbigniew opened the meeting with a prayer.   

It was noted that this was the first combined meeting for Our Lady of Lourdes, Hungerford (OLOL) and St 
Francis de Sales, Wash Common (SFDS) following the appointment of Father Zbigniew as Parish Priest for 
both parishes. 

An individual roundtable introduction was undertaken with each participant sharing a little about 
themselves, their families and their participation in the OLOL and SFDS communities. 

THE TWO PARISHES OF OLOL AND SFDS  

Chris Carlon supported by some members of the OLOL Building and Management Committees gave a 
short overview of the OLOL community touching upon the various ministries and programmes that were 
available.  The financial update covered the building of the new church which opened in 2014 and the 
additional loan from the diocese. Most of the loan had now been repaid and, ahead of the combination 
of both parishes, the conclusion was that OLOL was financially solvent with a net debt of circa £50k.  It 
was noted that the new church was wired for streaming though the facility was not currently used.  

Further information on the organisation and activities of the OLOL parish including the historical 
relationship with the Lambourne parish was shared and a couple of notes providing a brief history of 
OLOL, its activities and the roles and responsibility for 2019 are attached to these minutes.   



Francis Connolly, supported by Graham Spellman on financial matters, provided a summary of the SFDS 
parish confirming that it was also quite self-contained and noted the various committees and groups 
within the parish.  Graham provided a brief status on the financial health of SFDS and the recent 
fundraising and work undertaken to improve the façade of the Priest’s house noting that the roof will 
need to be re-examined in due course.  A summary of the work of SFDS’s PPC and parish groups together 
with a brief history of the Parish are attached to these minutes. 

COMBINING TWO PPCs  

Fr. Zbigniew invited attendees to consider combining the two PPC noting that it would be difficult to run 
two separate PPCs.  It was noted that the chair of the combined body could be elected from SFDS 
supported by a vice-chair from OLOL. 

Following a full discussion, it was agreed that both communities were close-knit with concrete 
foundations and have taken conscious steps not to be a burden.  To develop from current practices, it was 
suggested that the best approach was to initially agree areas of synergy where activities could be 
combined with both benefiting from the others’ expertise. Both parishes confirmed their desire to provide 
full support to Fr Zbigniew and the importance of his feeling “utterly supported and loved”.   

[Neil McLaughlin joined the meeting.] 

CONFIRMATION OF CHAIR PERSON 

It was noted that Neil McLaughlin had previously accepted a nomination to become the new chair of the 
SFDS PPC.  This appointment was confirmed after Neil offered to step aside if anyone else was keen to 
take on the chairmanship.  Lola Emetulu was appointed as minutes secretary.   

GOING FORWARD AND WORKING TOGETHER 

It was agreed that members would pull together a list of joint initiatives over the next 2, 3, 5 and 10 years. 
The list would cover strategic, governance and operational issues and would set out objectives for the 
relevant period both on an individual and joint basis. 

A contact list of attendees is attached to these minutes. 

CARING FOR THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNITY 

It was noted that a monthly mass was said for the Vietnamese community at SFDS to cater for members 
of the SFDS congregation who were unable to attend mass at the regular times due to work commitments.  
The community was supported by a Vietnamese nun, Sister Tram and they have had baptisms and even 
one wedding at the mass. 

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS 2019 AND NEW YEAR 2020 

There was a full discussion on the various options for masses during the Christmas period after which it 
was agreed: 

• Children’s Mass to be held at SFDS at 4.00pm on 24 December; 
• Midnight Mass to be held at SFDS on 24 December; 



• Christmas Mass to be held at OLOL at 9.00am on 25 December;  
• Christmas Mass to be held at SFDS at 11.00am on 25 December; 
• New Year’s Day Mass to be held at OLOL at 10.00am; 
• New Year’s Day (Mother of God) Mass to be held at SFDS at midday.  This mass will be a healing 

mass to include sacrament of the sick. 

Early preparation to made to ensure that there is a Children’s Christmas in Hungerford for 2020, the delay 
would give Fr Zbigniew time to observe the current arrangements before making the changes to 
accommodate an additional mass. 

OLOL requested that Fr Zbigniew consider the Easter Masses and whether it would be appropriate for a 
supply priest to be reserved early on for the OLOL Easter services as Fr Zbigniew would be tied up with 
the masses at SFDS. 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

Joint meetings to be arranged for each of the Safeguarding, Children’s Liturgy, Health & Safety, Parish 
Newsletter, RCIA and Evangelisation groups which would enable best practices to be shared and a joint 
way forward agreed.  

It was agreed that each of parishes will continue with individual PPC meetings to strengthen each other 
from within and hold an overarching joint PPC meeting at agreed intervals. 

SFDS members agreed to meet in alternate months starting in January each year. The meeting in 
November will be replaced by the Parish AGM. Given that the PPC is recently reconvened it was agreed 
that there will be a November PPC meeting in 2019. 

Next meetings: 

SFDS PPC meeting on Tuesday, 12th November at 7.30pm 

Parish AGM on Sunday, 24th November after the 11.00am Mass 

CLOSE 

Meeting closed with a prayer at 9.20pm. 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. Our Lady of Lourdes - Activities, Roles and Responsible Persons (2019) 

2. Some Brief Notes on the Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Hungerford 

3. St Francis de Sales Parish Community –Brief History 

4. St Francis de Sales Parish Community – Some notes on the current working of the Parish 

5. Contact details for attendees at the Joint PPC meeting on 17 Sept. 2019. 


