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There are no public Masses here until further notice 
and the Church is no longer open for private prayer 

 

HOLY WEEK – Year A – Psalter Week 2 

Date Feast of the Day Mass Intention 

Sat 4 April  People of the Parish 

Sun 5 April PALM SUNDAY of the Passion of the Lord 
MASS ONLINE 10am, see note below 

For the Parishes 
 

Tues 7 April   

Wed 8 April   

Thurs 9 April MAUNDY THURSDAY  

Fri 10 April GOOD FRIDAY  

Sat 11 April HOLY SATURDAY People of the Parish 

Sun 12 April EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
MASS ONLINE 10am, see note below 

Malcolm Cantwell R.I.P. 

  

Since there are no public Masses here, Sunday 
Mass is streamed live via our website, tune in at 
http://www.stfrancisdesales.org.uk/mass-live. 
We hope you will join our parish celebration which 
starts at 10am each Sunday. 

If there are technical hitches during the 
streaming you can follow the mass on Youtube – 
the link will be shown on the streaming page 

 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at 
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

Reconciliation will be by request only at this time so  
please phone the office to agree a time with Fr 
Zbigniew  

 

Live streamed Triduum Services from the Diocese: 

We are not able to live stream the Triduum services 
but there are a number of other parishes in the 
Diocese that are doing so; among others: 
Our Lady & St Edmund of Abingdon: 
https://www.churchservices.tv/abingdon 
Holy Thursday 19:30, Good Friday 15:00, Holy Saturday 20:00 

Sacred Heart & St Therese, Ringwood:  
http://www.avonstour.co.uk/parishes/ringwood/ 
Service  Link    ID 
Thurs 9th 6pm Mass https://zoom.us/j/412822048  412 822 048 
Fri 10th pm  https://zoom.us/j/702751976  702 751 976 
Sat 11th pm Mass  https://zoom.us/j/882663091  882 663 091 

Our Lady and the Saints of Guernsey:  https://catholic.org.gg/live-mass/ 

If you would like to be included in the Parish Sick List, 
please contact the Parish Office. Please pray for 
Courtney Andrews, Anton Barber, Anne Bowyer, Lily 
Brooke, Bronek (father of Anna Brooks), Christopher 
& Robert Brown, Tim Burke-Gaffney, Lucy Curtis, 
Emma, Joe Emery, Maria Hall, Sam Hearn, June & 
Jo Howard, Clare Huckle, Bernard & Victoria 
Kilkenny, Evelyn Lavers, Noreen McCann, Shomila 
Malik, Joseph Marletta, Marie O’Sullivan, Daryl Pike, 
Mary Russell, Elizabeth Sage & Linda Verner who ask 
for our prayers. Please let the Parish Office know of 
any changes.  



 
 
 
 

We are in a time of change: we will face this year’s Holy 
Week without the spiritual comfort of our liturgy and 
the shape that it gives to the “Great Week”.  The 
Blessed Sacrament will not be processed from the altar 
at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper to the Altar of Repose; 
the Cross of the Lord’s Passion will not be venerated; we 
will not see our Paschal Candle lit from the fire.  We are 
uncertain, divorced from familiar routines, perhaps 
fearful of what is to come. 

 
But perhaps our separation from the comfort of the 
familiar, is part of the Lord’s plan.  Perhaps our routines 
had become a source of self-sufficiency, of our feeling 
we knew what we were doing.  

 
Perhaps now we have come to realise, as Pope Francis said 
last week, that “we are not self-sufficient: by ourselves 
we founder” (Homily, Extraordinary Moment of Prayer, 
27th March 2020).  In particular, we need the Lord, as 
Pope Benedict once said: “Man is not a self-sufficient 
being, but is in need of Another in order to realise 
himself fully” (Message for Lent 2010). 
 
For the last few weeks, we’ve been looking at the gospels 
of the central Sundays of Lent, and in all of them, we see 
Jesus challenging the self-sufficiency of those He 
encounters, encouraging them to believe and trust in Him: 

He challenges the woman at the well’s fierce insistence 
on her own independence, as she finds at first in Jesus’s 
offer of “living water”, no more than a relief for her own 
oppressive trips to the well in the heat of the day 
(Jn 4:5-42); 

He challenges the stubbornness of the Pharisees, whose 
confidence in their apparent knowledge makes their 
blindness all the more clear (Jn 9:1-41); 

and He challenges Martha, Mary and the Jews, who all 
want to pre-define (and therefore constrain) the ways in 
which they want Jesus to help them (Jn 11:1-45). 

And in the events of the Passion, we find others who 
discover their own lack of self-sufficiency: 3 disciples 
who cannot remain awake at the time of crisis; Peter who 
boasts of his loyalty, but ends up weeping bitterly at his 
own denial of Jesus; Pilate, whose political power cannot 
make him immune from condemning an innocent man to 
death. 

Perhaps in this year’s Holy Week, we must ourselves 
enter a place where we can better understand the 
darkness that gives way to glorious light.  Perhaps it is 
not until we are truly in darkness ourselves that we can 
most fully appreciate the glory of his Resurrection.  Only 
in relationship with Jesus, the light of the world, can we 

break the chains of our self-sufficiency, and “overcome 
the darkness of this night” (Easter Proclamation  
[Exsultet],  Roman Missal p386). 
 

For although we will not see the Paschal Candle lit, it will 
still burn.  The Exsultet will still proclaim “an end to 
gloom and darkness” (Roman Missal p382).  The Gospel of 
the Resurrection will still announce: “There is no need for 
you to be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus, Who 
was crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, as He 
said He would” (Mt 28:5-6). 
 
I pray that this Holy Week may be blessed for you and 
your families, and, yes, holy.  

Deacon Martin McElroy, Diocese of Portsmouth e-news 

 
Bookings for St Francis Hall and Parish Rooms Please 
note that all use of the Parish premises is cancelled until 
further notice. 

MASS INTENTIONS Fr Zbigniew will continue to say 
daily Mass but without a public congregation, and he 
will continue to include all Mass Intentions which have 
been booked to date. If you would like Fr Zbigniew to 
include a Mass intention please contact the office 

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER Go to the 
website www.stfrancisdesales.org.uk and scroll down to 
the bottom of the front page. Tick the box for Sunday 
newsletter and enter your email address. Click 
subscribe.  

URGENT - FOODBANK needs Long Life Fruit Juice, 
Instant Mash, Onion Granules, Garlic Puree. 

SAFEGUARDING: If you have any safeguarding 
concerns re a child or vulnerable adult please contact 
Maureen Hudd, Parish Safeguarding Representative on 
07880 730691. Please be aware that the Parish cannot 
offer organised support to vulnerable people in terms 
of personal care, handling money, etc. unless volunteers 
have been DBS checked. Private arrangements and 
friends helping friends is not affected by this.  

 
FAIRCLOSE DAY CENTRE is very short of people to 
help with Meals on Wheels.  If you can help at all, 
please contact Teresa on 01635 41294 

All the Readings for Palm Sunday can be found on many websites; the Universalis website is one of 
these: https://universalis.com/Europe.England.Clifton/20200405/mass.htm 


