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There are no public Masses here until further notice 
and the Church is no longer open for private prayer 

 

HOLY WEEK – Year A 

Date Feast of the Day Mass Intention 

Sat 11 April HOLY SATURDAY People of the Parish 

Sun 12 April EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
MASS ONLINE 10am, see note below 

Malcolm Cantwell R.I.P. 
 

Tues 14 April  Josephine O’Sullivan R.I.P. 

Wed 15 April   

Thurs 16 April   

Fri 17 April   

Sat 18 April   

 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER of Divine Mercy  

Sun 19 April MASS ONLINE 10am, see note below People of the Parish   

Since there are no public Masses here, Sunday 
Mass is streamed live via our website, tune in at 
http://www.stfrancisdesales.org.uk/mass-live. We 
hope you will join our parish celebration which starts 
at 10am each Sunday. 

During streaming, if there are technical hitches you 
can follow the mass on Youtube – the link will be shown 
on the streaming page. 

 

EASTER OFFERING – NOTE FROM THE PPC – It is 
tradition that Mass offerings at Easter are your 
personal gift to the parish priest and any donations 
made online over the Easter period will be given to Fr 
Zbigniew in the normal way. Parish priests do not take a 
salary and rely and depend on the generosity of 
parishioners for the services we receive. Please be as 
generous as you can. 

Please pray for Fin (Finbarr) Webster who died last 
weekend, for Tarnia his wife, and also for the family.  

Please also pray for Fr. Louis O'Dwyer OSB, from Douai 
who has also died recently 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at 
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

Reconciliation will be by request only at this time so  
please phone the office to agree a time with Fr 
Zbigniew  

 

Collections If you usually put money in the 
collection at Mass, we encourage you to donate 

direct to the parish account. Details of this are:  
Our Parish Bank Details 

Lloyds Bank 
30 93 04 

00882993 
PRCDTR Newbury St Francis de Sales 
Ref: St Francis de Sales/Your name 



The Heartbeat of the Risen Lord 
 

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was 
dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
see the tomb. We can picture them as they went on 
their way. They walked like people going to a 
cemetery, with uncertain and weary steps, like those 
who find it hard to believe that this is how it all 
ended. We can picture their faces, pale and tearful. 
And their question: can Love have truly died? 

Unlike the disciples, the women are present—just as 
they had been present as the Master breathed his 
last on the cross, and then, with Joseph of Arimathea, 
as he was laid in the tomb. Two women who did not run 
away, who remained steadfast…. And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake. Unexpectedly, those women 
felt a powerful tremor, as something or someone made 
the earth shake beneath their feet. Once again, 
someone came to tell them: Do not be afraid, but now 
adding: He has been raised as he said!… 
 

The heartbeat of the Risen Lord is granted us as a 
gift, a present, a new horizon. The beating heart of 
the Risen Lord is given to us, and we are asked to give 
it in turn as a transforming force, as the leaven of a 
new humanity. In the resurrection, Christ rolled back 
the stone of the tomb, but he wants also to break 
down all the walls that keep us locked in our sterile 
pessimism…. That is what Easter calls us to proclaim: 
the heartbeat of the Risen Lord. Christ is alive! That 
is what quickened the pace of Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary. That is what made them return in 
haste to tell the news. That is what made them lay 
aside their mournful gait and sad looks. They returned 
to the city to meet up with the others. 
 

Now that, like the two women, we have visited the 
tomb, I ask you to go back with them to the city. Let 
us all retrace our steps and change the look on our 
faces. Let us go back with them to tell the news…. In 
all those places where the grave seems to have the 
final word, where death seems the only way out. Let 
us go back to proclaim, to share, to reveal that it is 
true: the Lord is alive! He is living and he wants to rise 
again in all those faces that have buried hope, buried 
dreams, buried dignity…. Let us go, then. Let us allow 
ourselves to be surprised by this new dawn and by the 
newness that Christ alone can give. May we allow his 
tenderness and his love to guide our steps. May we 
allow the beating of his heart to quicken our faintness 
of heart.    Pope Francis 

 

The reflection above (and Mass readings, prayers, daily 
reflections etc), was found in this month’s  Magnificat 
which is offered free to anyone at the moment; see 
www.magnificat.com>free . 

 

Sequence: Victimae paschali laudes 
 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim 
Offer your thankful praises! 
A Lamb the sheep redeems; 
Christ, who only is sinless, 

Reconciles sinners to the Father. 
Death and life have contended 

in that combat stupendous: 
The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal. 

Speak, Mary, declaring 
What you saw, wayfaring. 

“The tomb of Christ, who is living, 
The glory of Jesus’ resurrection; 

bright angels attesting, 
The shroud and napkin resting. 
Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; 

To Galilee he goes before you.” 
Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining. 

Have mercy, victor King, 
ever reigning! Amen. Alleluia. 

 

If you would like to be included in the Parish Sick List, 
please contact the Parish Office. Please pray for 
Courtney Andrews, Anton Barber, Anne Bowyer, Lily 
Brooke, Bronek (father of Anna Brooks), Christopher 
& Robert Brown, Tim Burke-Gaffney, Lucy Curtis, 
Emma, Joe Emery, Maria Hall, Sam Hearn, June & 
Jo Howard, Clare Huckle, Bernard & Victoria 
Kilkenny, Evelyn Lavers, Noreen McCann, Shomila 
Malik, Joseph Marletta, Marie O’Sullivan, Daryl 
Pike, Mary Russell, Elizabeth Sage & Linda Verner 
who ask for our prayers. Please let the Parish Office 
know of any changes.  

Bookings for St Francis Hall and Parish Rooms 
Please note that all use of the Parish premises is cancelled 
until further notice. 

MASS INTENTIONS Fr Zbigniew continues to say 
daily Mass and continues to include all Mass Intentions 
which have been booked. If you would like Fr Zbigniew 
to include a Mass intention please contact the office 

SAFEGUARDING: If you have any safeguarding 
concerns re a child or vulnerable adult please contact 
Maureen Hudd, Parish Safeguarding Representative on 
07880 730691. Please be aware that the Parish cannot 
offer organised support to vulnerable people in terms 
of personal care, handling money, etc. unless 
volunteers have been DBS checked. Private 
arrangements and friends helping friends is not 
affected by this.  
 

The Parish Office is closed for the time being.  
Please ring and leave a message if you need to  
contact Fr Zbigniew  
 

FAIRCLOSE DAY CENTRE is very short of people 
to help with Meals on Wheels.  If you can help at all, 
please contact Teresa on 01635 41294 


