MINUTES OF 16/6/02 ST FRANCIS DE SALES PARISH AGM


Present: Bishop Crispian, Fr Godric, PPC Chairman Francis Connolly and the following parishioners: Lucy Tyler, Martha Vickers, Roger Jackson, Krzysz Zablocki, Richard Caseley, Maureen Dickson, Jane Vaidya, Julia Pemberton, Margaret Fielding, Monica Lee, Jacqui Cusack, Patrick Quinn, Tony Vickers, Joan Connolly, Rob Simmons, Tereska Welch, Olwyn Brian, Lorna Thumwood, John Flynn, Phil Haney, Dom and Sue Manglan, Pauline Byrne, Carmel Williams, Paul Brian, Pauline Haney, Paul Bryant, Bart Fossey.
	Item
	Question and Bishop Crispian’s Response
	Action

	1
	Finance Report (Bart Fossey):

Bart provided an update (sheets were handed out) to the 30/1/02 Parish Finance Report - the parish finances are generally in a healthy state  Questions were raised and replied to as follows:

· How much is our CTNA annual subscription and what is it used for?  £110.  PPC to question CTNA for exactly what this money is used for.  Fr Godric said he thought the CTNA’s rest tent at the Newbury Show was not worthwhile.
· As the parish’s finances are in a healthy state, is there money available for new initiatives, such as funding a (part-time) youth worker?  Yes, provided the initiative addresses a clearly identified need within the parish.
	Francis Connolly



	2
	Parish Priest’s Report:
Fr Godric reviewed progress during his 3 years here and proposed priorities for the future.  Since he arrived and the PPC was formed, 2 main priorities arose and have been addressed as follows:

· adult catechesis - being successfully addressed through evening talks on various topics eg Alpha, RCIA, exploring the Catholic faith, Lent talks etc
· what we do for young people - less successfully adressed.  Children’s Sunday Liturgy (difficulties due to lack of leaders/helpers), Contact (folded through lack of numbers), Confirmation (successful), 20s-30s group (2 events held this year),  Much more work is needed in this area.
Priorities for the future:

· further develop what we do for young people, asking them what they want
· ensure our Saturday and Sunday liturgies and our new Parish Justice & Peace (J&P) Group are at the centre of parish life, providing the platforms from which we ‘go out and spread the Good News’.
	


	3
	Presentation and voting on Parish J&P initiatives
The remainder of the meeting was devoted to a J&P Group presentation of possible options for parish J&P initiatives and voting on which of these should be taken forward.  This is summarised below:

J&P Initiatives - Options 

1) Twinning with a Parish (18 votes):

 St John’s, Lusaka, Zambia - run by a St Patrick’s mission priest, parish runs an orphans school and offers care for AIDS sufferers, facing widespread hunger

 East Timor - parish TBA, world’s newest nation and has widespread suffering after years of oppression and tyranny

 Tanzania - Iboja parish, Lake Victoria, identified through a parishioner’s personal contact

 Bamenda - though supporting a prish here was recently ruled out by Bishop Crispian, some present insisted this should be on the list as we already have links there

2) Adopting a project (unanimously accepted):

 Supporting homeless people in Newbury, particularly St Petroc’s (unanimous vote of acceptance)

 Newbury couple Cynthia and Ian’s mission to Bogota, Columbia to improve things for displaced victims of the undeclared civil war, 2 immediate needs are establishment of a health care centre and a school (0 votes)

 Valley Trust in South Africa - Fr Godric’s suggestion, good communications links in place, the Trust aims to improve the skills/self-confidence of thousands affected by years of apartheid, we could support the building of a new church (14 votes)

 Evangelising Sisters of Mary - Kenya based, aims to spread gospel in Africa, financial resources depleted by Kenya’s drought and recession, could ‘fold’ without new funds

 an (educational-related) project in Peru in the parish we have links with there - this was added owing to the parish feeling we have strong links with the bishop there (3 votes)

3) Catholic charities:

 CAFOD - increase our funding for this the Catholic agency for overseas development, which tackles povery’s causes (unanimous vote of acceptance)

 Catholic children’s society - helps children, young people and their families overcome disadvatages by providing fostering, counselling and adoption services (no votes)

Funding method - should we:

1) channel a fixed % of parish funds to our chosen J&P initiatives?

2) set up a separate ring fenced parish J&P Fund - unanimously accepted?

Possible fund-raising methos could include: direct giving (regular direct debits to the J&P Fund), 100/200 Club, one-off fundraising evnets such as quizees, cake stalls etc.

Conclusions - agreed way forward based on the above voting and the meeting’s subsequent discussions:

1) We should twin with an overseas parish.  Choice of parish to be left to the Parish J&P Group, with key requirements being: ability for gap year transfers to the overseas parish for our young people, good/personal contacts with the parish, easy communications ie same language etc, relatively close/cheap to get to in terms of flights.  Based on this, the favourite possibly seemed to be twinning with a parish in South Africa, through the Valley Trust.

2) We should support a Valley Trust project - probably that to build a new church in St Anton’s parish.  This could provide the platform for twinning with that parish.

3) We should support the homeless in Newbury - this is probably more in terms of people volunteering their time than donating money.

4) We should contine our commitment to CAFOD.

5) A ring fenced parish J&P Fund should be established, into which separate direct debits to those made to general parish funds, can be made.

The Parish J&P Group will take these proposals forward and keep the parish informed of progress.  Parishioners interested in getting involved in their activities should ring Lucy Tyler.


	J&P Group
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