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SPECIAL EDITION PARISH
NEWSLETTER 3
The Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church, Hungerford

Highlights
As the number of Covid-19
vaccinations mount up, and
thank God, the number of
people infected, those
hospitalised and saddest of
all those that have died,
continues to decrease, we
can perhaps now look
forward to our Parish life
returning to much nearer
‘normality’. Our Lady of
Lourdes continues to be
open for Sunday Mass at
9am, and Wednesday
Adoration and Mass starting
at 9.30am and 10am
respectively on Wednesdays.

News
Catch up on parish news in
the weekly e-newsletter. To
register for this contact Mary
Holdsworth on:
mholdsworth297@btinternet.
com You can also see the
newsletter for our sister
parish at Wash Common on
stfrancisdesales.org.uk
and the Diocesan e-News
and website at
portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Live streamed Mass
Fr. Zbigniew continues to live
stream Sunday Mass at 11am
from St Francis de Sales,
Wash Common. Connect via
the website.

As Lockdown ends………….
Judging by the positive response to these “Special Edition”
newsletters I think a third and (for the time being) final
edition might be useful. The purpose has been to try and keep
everyone in the parish informed with short articles from
various parishioners responsible for various aspects of parish
life. Also to explain aspects of the parish that perhaps you
were not aware of or knew little about. With lockdown
restrictions lifting we look forward to re-starting and
renewing our involvement with parish activities. Please do get
involved and remember the old phrase “Don’t ask what the
Church can do for me but what I can do for the Church”.
When our after Mass Sunday teas and coﬀees start again
soon, please introduce yourself to people and become
involved ! Thank you to all those who contributed to this
edition in the sincere hope that from hereon in we are able to
meet together again in person and as a parish.
This edition’s front page image (above) shows the church font
and its John Rochas Waterford crystal bowl atop its Branco
Cabuocca limestone plinth, constructed in 2018 (see page 6).
Welcome back to Our Lady of Lourdes but please continue to
observe the Covid precautions and Stay safe and well !
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Some thoughts from Afghanistan
I am thinking of you all at Our Lady of Lourdes as I sit here
in an historic country that has seen the likes of Alexander
the Great and Genghis Khan. I sit in my little room
watching Mass from my screen and it struck me that as we
transitioned from Ordinary Time into Lent, and as we will
eventually transition back into Ordinary Time after Easter,
how ironic the phrase seems.
For me, here, in this incredible mountainous country that
has such horrific struggles on a daily basis, and for all of us
dealing with the physical and mental struggles associated
with COVID, this time is anything but ordinary.

A Prayer for
Evangelisation in our
parish

Most high and glorious
God,
Give light to the
darkness of our hearts,
Give right faith,
certain hope and
perfect charity to our
evangelisation.
Lord, give us insight
and wisdom,
That we might always
discern your holy and
true will for our parish,
our pastoral area, your
faithful and your lost
sheep,
through Christ Our
Lord.
Amen.
Kieran Bourke - Parishioner at
Our Lady of the Assumption

And yet despite these difficult situations I continually have
my spirits lifted by the courage and support we as humans
seem to thrive on. God is good in the most literal sense.
Because no matter where I have been in the world and
under what horrific situations, the joy I see in all different
peoples when we help each other is the most genuine of
experiences.
The friendship we all seem to appreciate and the warmth
with which we greet each other when we help one another
through our terrible times is one of the most happy and
hopeful parts of being human.
The delight I see when you greet someone in their own
language when they don’t expect it and the same sense of
humour that seems to defy language barriers and keeps us
all going warms the soul.
So as we continue to press on through these not so ordinary
times, continue to smile, greet and help each other, because
it is those very small, very human things that I truly believe
get us through these difficult situations.
I am praying for you all, and I ask that you please pray for
the incredibly brave, friendly and loving people of
Afghanistan. I look forward to seeing all your smiling faces
when I get home in the summer.

From a Former Parishioner currently based in Afghanistan
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Covid-19 One year On
Well, here we are one year on, little did we believe last March that we would be locked down one year
on. In March last year, I felt very worried, suddenly I was classed as vulnerable, a word that I had
never thought applied to me. It took me at least two weeks to convince myself that the air outside my
home was OK to breathe. I would go to the village shops (two) for what I needed and would take my
daily exercise, walking in the middle of the road so that I was not walking too near to people and little
by little I began to realise how lucky I was to live in a village where I knew most people and they
knew me, surrounded by beautiful countryside and what glorious weather we had.
The blackbirds and the robins seemed to sing longer, louder and more beautifully last spring and the
sparrows chattered continually, probably because there was so little traﬃc noise and I had the time to
actually sit and listen to them. One day I walked a bit further and went through the woods where the
bluebells were flowering – oh what joy, the scent of the flowers and the colour of them against the
fresh green of the newly opened leaves on the trees, nature in all its glory, there in those woods I could
almost believe there was nothing wrong with the world. Later in the summer, I walked through the
wildflower meadow which was open to the public for the first time, the sound of the bees and the
insects, the scent of honey and the colour was another lasting memory. I just had to thank God all the
time for all that was good. The children paddled and swam in the river bringing back memories from
long ago when I had done the same.
So many “random acts of kindness” Friends would contact me and say they were going to Tescos/
Waitrose and was there anything I wanted and as time went on and I got braver I would go to Tescos
(Hungerford) where I did feel safe and I would repay their kindness and oﬀer to shop for them. I kept
a friend supplied with Sudoku books every time I went. We would all swap books and how did I ever
manage without jigsaws! Only 500 piece ones so I actually finish them. These got moved round too.
As time went on and the sun still shone, we would bring our chairs out onto the street and sit with a
cup of tea and chat loudly to each other. One birthday present was a bunch of sweet peas and a bag of
home grown runner beans, wonderful, my favourite flowers and my favourite veg, I could not have
asked for more. When I was poorly a friend brought me “meals on wheels” and every evening about
5.30pm right from the beginning of the first lockdown a friend and I phoned each other, turn and turn
about, we have been through her daughter’s pregnancy and birth of her son, my niece and her other
daughter’s home schooling and generally cheering each other up.
And finally the church was open again, those afternoons of adoration and silent prayer were so calm,
peaceful and full of spirituality. Later we returned to Mass, thanks to several people making it all safe
and secure. We had come home at last.
During this year I have learn to Zoom, host meetings and share screens, something that I knew
nothing about and had no inclination to learn until it was, at the beginning the only way to see my
family. I have also shopped online, (something that I did not do before) books, jigsaws, very pretty
ankle wellies as well as clothes and bedding. I know the Hermes driver and his dog well.
And then it all happened all over again in January, the lockdown, the worry and the fear, the new
variant. Now the blackbirds are singing again, the daﬀodils are out and we are still locked down but
now we have been vaccinated!

Mary Holdsworth - Parishioner
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The Forty Martyrs of England and Wales

My children take great delight in wishing everyone “Happy Star Wars Day” on May 4th, a play
on the phrase “May the Force (…May the Fourth) …be with you” from the Star Wars films. But
the 4th May each year is also the day we celebrate the lives of the 34 English Martyrs (the 6
Welsh Martyrs are remembered on 25th October).
This group of men and women from many areas of the country were executed between 1535
and 1679 for being resolute witnesses to their Faith during the English Reformation. They
risked death to protect, house and help priests, many of them Jesuits, sent to minister to the
Church in England and Wales during the reigns of Henry VIII and his daughter Elizabeth.
Among them are ones that we readily recognise such as Edmund Campion and Margaret
Clitherow and their courageous acts of Faith are truly inspiring.
They were canonised on the 25th October 1970 by Pope Paul VI and in 2020, to mark the 50th
Anniversary of their canonisation an online exhibition of the lives of these 16th and 17th
century men and women was created by the Jesuit community from materials in their archives,
including relics, manuscripts and artefacts. The exhibition is a wonderful visual and audio
experience of these remarkable people and can be viewed at www.jesuitcollections.org.uk
Just click on the link above to become immersed in the stories of these people to whom we
owe an immense debt of gratitude for keeping the Catholic Faith alive through the tumulus
years of the English Reformation.

The Persecuted Church
While watching morning Mass on a live-stream this morning in the comfort of my own home I was
struck by the reading from St. John’s Gospel (John 15:v20) in which Jesus says to his disciples:
“A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you too”
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In this country we remember our 16th and 17th century saints and martyrs for the ultimate sacrifice
they made for following Christ as Catholics. Having a bit of an analytical mind I thought I would
check out the latest information and discovered that around 260 million Christians face high or
extreme levels of persecution in the top 50 countries known to be the main persecutors of the modern
world. Thankfully, although 3,000 - 4,000 Christians are reported murdered each year, the number in
recent years has been decreasing, and in some respects persecution is rising in response to the
increasing number of Christians actively practising and living their Faith. So let us remember in our
prayers those Christian communities that continue to suﬀer around the world in North Korea,
Afghanistan, Somalia, Libya, Pakistan, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran, Nigeria, India, Iraq, Syria, Sudan and
many other countries.

Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults (RCIA)
A number of people have recently made
enquiries about becoming members of
the Catholic Church. Following the
very successful RCIA parish course in
2019-2020 we have now made plans to
start a new course of instruction in the
early autumn to prepare candidates to
enter the Catholic Church at Easter
2022.
This course is open to anyone who
would like to learn more about our
Faith, or anyone who has for example
been Baptised but not made their First
Holy Communion or have never been
Confirmed. If you are interested, or
know of someone who may be
interested and would like more
information at this stage please speak
to Chris Carlon or Father Zbigniew or
contact the Parish Office at St. Francis
d e
S a l e s
C h u r c h
washcommon@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

to register your interest.
We look forward to welcoming you !

To find out more go to www.acnuk.org - Aid to the
Church in Need, for the Catholic perspective.
But we should also remember the other interesting
statistics I discovered. There are an estimated 2.4
billion Christians in the world making Christianity the
world’s largest religion in terms of followers, and
according to the World Christian Encyclopedia around
2.7 million people convert to Christianity each year.

Taking shape - the day the altar arrived

Designed by the Parish Building Committee
and approved by the Diocesan Liturgical
advisor Canon Alan Griffiths, the altar at Our
Lady of Lourdes was made by Humphries
Stone Masons of Hungerford in January 2014. It was moved into the new church on
the 13th March 2014 as the Sanctuary was nearing completion and constructed at
the same time as the tabernacle plinth.
The altar is constructed from Branco Cabuocca Limestone slabs from Portugal. The
circular cavity in the altar can be seen in which the relic of St. Oliver Plunkett was
placed at the time of Dedication and Consecration of the church on 5th July 2014.
The altar weighs around 1 tonne and stands on a specially constructed concrete
plinth in the Sanctuary floor able to support the weight. Bishop Philip blessed,
anointed and purified the altar with the oil of chrism and incense on 5th July 2014.
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5

Our Lady of Lourdes Hungerford (with St Francis de Sales Wash Common)

8 May 2021

Church Symbols - The Altar, Ambo
and Font
There are two very obvious symbols on display in the
church, but do you know what they mean ?
On the altar is the plaque at the front covering the
small chamber behind which lies the relic of St. Oliver
Plunkett. This plaque bears the early Christian ‘ChiR h o ’ ( X P ) Mo n o g r a m , o r m o r e a c c u r a te l y a
Christogram, being the Greek letters for the first two
capital letters of ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ (Christos) or Christ.
Right- the plaque before fitting on the front of the altar.

The ‘Chi-Rho’ symbol on the altar is reproduced on
the front of the ambo. Both the ambo and altar are
designed in the same stone and marked with the same
symbol to focus the two main aspects of the Holy
Mass - the Liturgy of the Word, announced from the
ambo, and the Liturgy of the Eucharist, celebrated on
the altar.
The second symbol is a little less obvious but can be
found at the front of the table top on the font plinth
below the John Rochas Waterford crystal bowl (shown
on page 1 and on the right). This symbol is the early
Christian “Ichthys” fish monogram.
The monogram derives from the acronym for the title
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour” in Greek, that is
Iesous CHristos THeou Yos Soter.
As Quintus Septimus Florens Tertullianus (Tertullian)
the early Christian writer wrote in or around 200AD:
“We (Christians) are born as little fishes in water after
the model of our Ichthys Jesus Christ”.

The Pope’s Prayer Marathon for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic
Pope Francis has called for us to join together each day this month of May to pray the Rosary.
Each day one of 30 Marian shrines around the world ‘hosts’ the recitation, ending on May 31st
in the Vatican Gardens. You can join in the recitation of the Rosary each day with a live
broadcast link to the host Marian shrine.
This international journey of prayer started here in the UK, with Rosary from the Basilica of
Our Lady of Walsingham on May 1st. There is a live stream each day at 6pm Central
European Time, which if I have worked this out correctly, is one hour ahead of Greenwich
Mean Time, or the same as British Summertime. This means you can watch and participate
Parish ‘Special Newsletter’ No. 3 May 2021
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Our Pastoral Area
Our Lady of Lourdes Hungerford,
formerly part of the parish of
Hungerford and Lambourn, within the
North Downs Pastoral Area is now
linked to St Francis de Sales Wash
Common, Newbury.
Our church is now part of the West
Berkshire Pastoral Area, which
includes the parishes of:
Woolhampton
St. Luke’s Theale; St. Mary’s
Woolhampton; St. Bernadette’s
Pangbourne and Douai Abbey
Thatcham
Our Lady of the Assumption
Newbury
St. Joseph’s
Wash Common and Hungerford
St.Francis de Sales
Our Lady of Lourdes
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with a link to both the live stream at 6pm each
evening or watch a recorded video available via
You Tube whenever convenient.
The shrines include Knock, Ireland (May 10th);
Fatima, Portugal (May 13th); Medjugorje, Bosnia
(May 15th); Lourdes, France (May 18th); and
Guadalupe, Mexico (May 26th).
The Shrines around the World link up for the
daily recitation of the Rosary can be found by
clicking on vaticannews.va. Here you can also
access recorded videos on You-Tube for any of
the previous days Rosaries, and find the full list of
the shrines and locations through May.

O u r C h a n g i n g C h u rc h - S o m e
thoughts from St Francis de Sales
‘To live is to change, and to change often is to
become more perfect’.
These famous words of
Cardinal Newman have been a guide to us in our
Parish of St. Francis de Sales.

We came to this Parish in 1968 when it had just
been established by Bishop Worlock. We were
welcomed into this new community as we
embraced the challenges of mass in English, the
new liturgies, new hymns, and parish social
events, jumble sales and the annual bazaar in
Newbury Corn Exchange. This was the first post-Vatican II parish in Portsmouth Diocese. With
no church building and no money but plenty of enthusiasm and vision, the new parish set about
building and developing a new church and community. A Parish Council was quickly established
to manage liturgy, sacramental preparation, justice and peace, ecumenism, finance and
property, music, church decoration and entertainment. We quickly realised our calling as a
parish to ‘Communion and Mission’ with everyone encouraged to become involved in parish life
in a spirit of collaborative ministry with our parish priest. This was an amazing experience of a
church being brought alive.
Fr. Zbigniew is the Co-Ordinating
Pastor for the Pastoral Area.

With time there have been many changes, including on two occasions being joined with Our
Lady of the Assumption, Thatcham. Father Zbigniew is our 20th parish priest, each priest
having bought different charisms which has helped us to continue to grow and understand what
Pope Francis meant when he said in 2014 that ‘The church is not static – she is a pilgrim on a
journey’. Following publication of Pope Francis’s Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, to
encourage all our parishes to evangelise, we set up Right of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
and Evangelisation Groups to follow this guidance. This has led to over 20 people being
received into full communion with the Church in recent years. Several of our parish priests also
fulfilled diocesan roles which led us to widen some of our catechetical training and preparation
to include our neighbouring parish communities and beyond.
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In 2019, Bishop Philip amalgamated our parish with Our Lady of Lourdes in Hungerford with Fr.
Zbigniew as parish priest of the new joint parish. Father has also recently been appointed as
Co-ordinating Pastor for our West Berkshire Pastoral Area (see p. 7) which includes Douai Abbey,
seven churches and two Catholic schools, St Josephs Newbury and St. Finians Cold Ash.
Since early 2020 we have faced the challenges of Covid-19 with its many restrictions but also
opportunities. We have been blessed first and foremost with Fr. Zbigniew’s wonderful pastoral
outreach and care, continuing to celebrate mass and administer the sacraments. From this we
are witnessing a spiritual revival, particularly for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and for
continuing our catechesis programmes.
The Pastoral Area Confirmation preparation group is meeting virtually via Zoom and undertook
a 10,000 steps per day walk for the 40 days of Lent to raise just under £2,000 for the CAFOD
appeal to end water poverty. The Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered on behalf of
Bishop Philip by Abbott Geoffrey Scott OSB, assisted by Fr. Zbigniew, at Douai Abbey on
Pentecost Sunday, the 23rd May. Preparation for First Confession and Holy Communion are in
hand and also for the Sacrament of Baptism. The recent RCIA programme has continued
following the reception last year of eight new members into full communion with the Church
and renamed ‘Journey in Our Catholic Faith’. The group is inviting everyone in our communities
to pray for guidance in our Mission of Evangelisation following the call from Pope Francis. This
Franciscan Prayer is shown on page 2.

Francis and Joan Connelly - Parishioners at St. Francis de Sales

The Nick van der Borgh School, Orum, Uganda
It is truly amazing what
parishioners do “in their
spare time”. The following
is a good example !
Parishioner John Osborne
who is also a Rotarian in
Reading, has been working
on aid projects in Africa and
S. Asia since 2011.
Following the advice of his
good friend Nick van der
Borgh, who was a trustee of
Missio (the Pope’s charity
for world mission - see
missio.org.uk) John
commenced a project in Uganda. By making a direct contact with one of Nicks friends, Fr.
Boniface in Orum, NE Uganda, the project found a ready opportunity and objective, the building
of a much needed primary school in a land formerly ravaged by war and destruction. Fr. Boniface
happened also to be an experienced builder, and was able to liaise with a structural engineer,
source the correct building materials and a contractor thereby avoiding government officials and
potential corruption. The school was officially opened in July 2019 and completed in March this
year at a cost of £54,000 with seven classrooms for 350 boys and girls aged 6-13 years old. The
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children also receive a maize breakfast each morning (see image). Sadly Nick van der Borgh, after
whom the school is now named, did not live long enough to see this wonderful achievement as he
died in 2017.
Reading Rotary Club agreed to sponsor the project, but fund-raising has come from many sources,
including donations from people attending Nick’s funeral, business contacts, friends, family, gift
aid, bequests and other sources. The school is now seeking donations to help fully equip the
school with hardwood desks, which can be supplied at a cost of £35.00 each.
The next project, another school in the same Diocese of Lira at Aryamet in Uganda, is now
planned, build costs in Uganda being around 10% of equivalent costs in the UK. Let us hope and
pray that this will be as successful as the build at Orum !
The Opening ceremony for the school can be seen on You Tube at https://youtu.be/ruHXbdRC_w0
Donations can be made on Just Giving - Nick van der Borgh Primary School and further
information can be obtained from John Osborne at jho@londonandreading.co.uk

Who Cleans the Toilets and who Arranges the Flowers ?
I know you are absolutely desperate, excuse the pun, to know how it is that the toilet
facilities are always sparkling, the soap dispensers full, and you have an adequate supply of
paper towels and loo roll. Who dusts and polishes the furniture, cleans the glass, of which
there is an awful lot, and who vacuums and mops the great expanse of floors? Not only that,
who are the flower angels that produce the most amazing creations each week and decorate
our church so beautifully at Christmas and Easter?
Well, we are very lucky to have a wonderful group of 15 volunteers. We are formed into
teams of 2,3 or 4, each team being ‘on duty’ approximately every 5 weeks. A few volunteers
have needed to take a back seat for the time being due to the pandemic and the risks posed
by COVID-19. We pray they stay safe and well. However, despite our reduced numbers the
church has been kept clean and welcoming by those who were still able and comfortable to
continue volunteering. Now, at last we have been given the ‘go ahead’ by the Diocese to reopen the toilets, which I’m sure will be a great relief to many!
There are a variety of ministries which allow us to serve our church community. This is
perhaps a less obvious one but by no means less important or less significant. It is also a way
of getting to know other members of our parish community and a way of sharing in the care
and upkeep of our beautiful church. Each team is a social unit in itself but we also have
occasional coffee mornings when we can all get together socially and have an exchange of
ideas to see if there is anything we can do better.
A huge thank you to all our Cleaning and Flower Volunteers !
Remember, as my Grandma used to say ”Cleanliness is next to Godliness!”
If you would like to join our trusty band of volunteers, please contact me, on
trishcarlon@btinternet.com / 01488 686659 / 07899 890929.

Trish Carlon - Church Cleaning Ministry
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